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far north are sometimes much warmer than others nearer
the equator, and that some parts of Europe are often
colder In March than in January. All these apparent
anomalies we can explain easily, but we must begin with
sources of heat.

The primary source of heat is, of course, the sun, so
that, other things being equal, we should get the greatest
heats where there is the least cloud; that is to say^
generally in anticyclones. This, however, cannot be laid
down as a general rule without some modifications. In
the belt of anticyclones which surround the world about
the line of the tropics, some of the greatest known heats
are recorded, notably in the Sahara and in Australia.
But in higher latitudes the sun has a powerful enemy in
the cold space which surrounds the earth. In summer
the sun is the more powerful, and we get hot days with
cold nights. In winter-time, when the sun is low, radiation
into space overpowers the radiation from a low sun, and
clear weather is cold. When, then, we come to discuss in
general terms the influence of cloud on isotherms, we must
always take into consideration the time of year and
latitude.

Another very powerful source of irregular isotherms is
found in wind. Of course, speaking broadly, southerly
winds will deflect the isotherms northwards, and northerly
or easterly winds will bend them towards the south.
This too is, however, subject to many irregularities. The-
great difference ia the radiating power of land and water
at different seasons, makes a continental area colder in
winter and hotter in summer than a sea in the same
latitude, For this reason an easterly wind from a land-